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This paper focuses on the symbol and its relating theories, which can reflect 
the characteristics and information of buildings. The symbol represents and inherits 
both of the space and historical development of cultural context in a district; in 
addition, it is the important carrier and component of environmental style of this 
district. As a result, a deeper study in symbol is meaningful for the inherit of culture 
as well as the improvement of the designer’s aesthetic 
Compared with modern cities, college is relatively independent and closed. 
So the development of architecture in university is clear and identifiable, which is 
vital and active for the study of symbol. 
In this article, the author tries to analysis the development of symbols’ 
application in Xiamen University’s architectures, based on semeiology and real 
architecture built in different time, in order to provide the theoretical instruction for 
the future campus’s design. 
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